
 

 

Tough Plants for the Cortez Area 
 

Shade Trees 
Patmore Green Ash 
Mancana Ash 
Catalpa 
Western Hackberry 
Purple Robe Locust 
Black Locust 
Honeylocust varieties 
Tatarian Hot Wings Maple 
Siouxland Cottonwood 
Lanceleaf Cottonwood 
 
Deciduous Shrubs 
Gro-Low Sumac 
Three Leaf Sumac 
Blue Mist Spirea 
Russian Sage 
Fernbush 
Potentilla varieties 
Blue Stem Joint Ephedra 
Dwarf Lilacs 
Apache Plume 
Pawnee Buttes Sandcherry 
 
Vines 
Honeysuckle Varieties 
Silver Lace Vine 
Trumpet Vines 
Aunt Dees Wisteria 
Wood Vine 
 

Small Deciduous Trees 
Golden Raintree  
Tatarian Maple ‘Hot Wings’ 
Cockspur Hawthorn 
Crabapple varieties  
New Mexico Privet (Desert 
Olive) 
Curl Leaf Mountain Mahogany 
 
Evergreen Shrubs 
Manzanita varieties 
Yucca varieties 
Blue Chip Juniper 
Buffalo Juniper 
Mesa Verde Spruce 
Lavender varieties 
Lidia Broom 
Spanish Gold Broom 
 
Evergreen Trees 
Austrian Pine 
Scotch Pine 
Colorado Blue Spruce  
Southwest White Pine 
 
Small Evergreen Trees 
Arizona Cypress  
Rocky Mountain Juniper 
Utah and Single Seed Juniper 
Pinon Pine 



 

 

Tough Plants for the Cortez Area 
 

Easy Perennials 
Cat Mint varieties 
May Night Salvia 
Blue Flax 
Chocolate Flower 
Cone Flower varieties 
Evening Primrose 
Gaillardia varieties 
Penstemon varieties 
Jupiter’s Beard 
Sunray Coreopsis 
Mojave Sage 
Artemesia ‘Powis Castle’ 
Kannah Creek Buckwheat 
Moonshine Yarrow 
Columbine varieties 
 
Ground Covers 
Creeping Thyme varieties 
Creeping Veronica varieties 
Creeping Phlox varieties 
Snow in Summer 
Sedum varieties 
Ice Plant varieties 
Hens and Chickens 
Creeping Oregon Grape 
 
 
 
 
 

Tough Lawns 
Buffalo grass ‘Legacy’ 
Blue Gramma 
Sheep Fescue 
Crested Wheat Grass 
Tall Fescue  
 
Hardy Ornamental Grasses 
Switch Grasses 
Blue Avena Grass 
Blue Fescue Grass 
Little Bluestem 
Big Bluestem 
Giant Sacatoon 
Alkali Sacatoon 
Blond Ambition Gramma Grass 
Feather Reed Grass 
 
Year Around Interest Plants 
Evergreens 
Broadleaved Evergreens 
Yuccas 
Ornamental Grasses 
Blue Spirea 
Mojave Sage 
Kannah Creek Buckwheat 
Red Twig Dogwoods 
Broom-Type Plants 
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